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Sundarvan – A Nature Discovery Centre created in 1978, is popularly known for its snake 

rescue and snake awareness programmes. The facility is recognised as a Mini Zoo by the Central 

Zoo Authority of India.  

 

Sundarvan received 82,514 visitors, including 33,664 (40.8%) children and 48,850 adults during 

the period. A total of 11797 students and 1813 teachers from 118 schools visited during this 

year. 

Reptile Awareness Programmes was conducted for park visitors on every Sunday. It was carried 

out for 32 schools on other days, where about 1879 students and teachers participated. A seven 

day snake survey and awareness programme was conducted for Ultra Tech Cement, located in 

Chhattisgarh. Around 1000 people of different age groups attended the awareness programme.  

Zoo Keepers Training 

 

On 18th Jan '17, Sundarvan conducted sessions 

on 'Reptile Management and Marking in 

Captivity' and 'How to make zoo visitors 

friends with your friends', for zoo keepers from 

zoos in Gujarat and Maharashtra. These 

sessions were a part of a week-long specialized 

theme based training programme for zoo 

keepers on regional basis at Ahmedabad 

organised by Central Zoo Authority of India. 

 

 

 

 

 

Procuring new animals for the zoo 

 

As part of networking and partnership, Nishant Construction has completed the renovation work 

of crocodile enclosure at Sundarvan during this period. The Central Zoo Authority has approved 

our proposal to receive two African Slender-snouted crocodiles from Madras Crocodile Bank 

Trust (MCBT), Chennai. The national carrier, Air India generously provided the complimentary 

cargo service to transport these crocodiles from Chennai to Ahmedabad, considering the 

educational and conservation value of this project. The crocodiles reached our facility on 4
th

 

August and it was opened to public viewing from 23
rd

 August, when different educational 

activities were carried out to generate interest on this fascinating animals among general public. 

Grants and supports for education programmes 

Sundarvan received the Rufford Small Grant from Rufford Foundation, UK, to carryout snake 

awareness programmes for government schools in Ahmedabad. We reached 9043 students and 

321 teachers from 82 government or government aided schools. Snake folder in Gujarati 

developed through this project was given to all the participants. A set of posters on snakes was 

given to all the school that participated in the programme to display it in a prominent spot.  

The usage of natural markings in captive 

animal management was explained to the 

animal keepers different Indian zoos of 

West Zone. 



Two one-day teachers’ orientation programmes on reptiles were conducted at Sundarvan for 60 

teachers. An activity manual was circulated to all the teachers along with other material such as 

snake folder and posters. Articles covering vital information such as precautions to avoid 

snakebite and things to do in case of snakebite were published in local newspapers utilizing this 

project as an opportunity. 

Young Naturalists of Sundarvan 

This year, we introduced an annual membership programme for schools – ‘Naturalists of 

Sundarvan’, especially for students of 6th to 8th class. Aimed to create connect between the kids 

raised in an urban environment with their natural surroundings, this initiative banks upon 

nurturing the innate curiosity within every child. This helps to generate an interest and awaken 

the naturalist within through three unique sessions each focussing on three different animal 

groups, namely – insects, reptiles and birds. Each programme is planned at a different location 

and is packed with hands-on learning modules, resource materials and immediate help of 

experts.  

 

Our first batch of 70 young naturalists from St. Kabir School was enrolled for the academic year 

2016-17. 

 

Special day events 

Earth Day photo contest was carried out in collaboration with Geetha Photo Goods. The results 

were announced on 22
nd

 April and prizes were distributed to winners. A photography workshop 

was also arranged for interested people on the same day. Mr. Subil Shah was the resource person 

of the event. 

 

The World Environment Day was celebrated in a big way in collaboration with SkyBlue 

Institute of Design and Het 

Graphics. A three day art 

celebration was named as “Wild 

Art of Ahmedabad, where different 

age group of children starting from 

3 years old were given opportunity 

to express their thought through 

art. We received great response 

and over 250 children participated 

in this event. Prizes distributed to 

the children scored first three 

places in each age category on 5
th

 

June. 

 

 

Young explorers of 8 to 12 year old participated in three separate batches of 4-day summer 

activities, which included learning about nature through hands-on learning modules, art as well 

as a night-camp to learn about the nocturnal life that comes alive in the dark.  Activities such as 

guided zoo visit & nature trail, night trail at zoo, knowing different animal groups in the zoo, T-

shirt painting, paper mache, bird watching, etc were carried out for the participants.  

 

As part of Wildlife Week celebration, Sundarvan carried out quiz programme on the Wildlife; 

one for school students of Class 8th and 9th and another one was open to all. A field trip to Polo 

Participants in to bird watching during one of our trips 

to Pariej wetland. 

 



forest was also conducted as part of the Wildlife Week programme. Located in Vijaynagar 

taluka of Sabarkantha district with an intimate group of 32 participants of various age groups, 

fields of interest and professional backgrounds. Supporting a rich biodiversity including more 

200 species of birds, the mountains forming part of Aravalli Range also mingle with streams 

after monsoons. A trek to the echo point, a short hike to the stream, bathing, discussing 

diversity, participating in craft activities, visit to the ancient Jain temple ruins and Harnav dam, 

completed a day of nature and spiritual connectedness.  

 

Two Bird-watching Trips to the wetland Pariej was made twice during this year. An orientation 

programme was arranged for bird watchers in Ahmedabad to take part in the Campus Bird 

Count (CBC), which is the sub event of the global event, Great Backyard Bird Count. This effort 

provided tremendous result. Out of 40 campuses registered for CBC this year from Gujarat, 31 

were from Ahmedabad.  

 

Progress made in implementation of the conditions stipulated during the 2015 grant 

recognition. 

Sl. No. 
Norm 

No. 
Condition Stipulated 

Time Period 

to Comply 

Status with Regard 

Compliance of the Conditions 

Stipulated  

1. General Requirement 

1 1 (2 i) 

Landscaping, 

plantation along 

pathway which will 

attract butterfly is 

useful for two 

purpose. Food for 

butterfly and beauty 

for area. 

One year 
Raising plants along sides of the 

pathway has been carried out. 

2 1 (2 ii) 

Trees plantation near 

wall with creepers 

help to hide wall and 

building. 

Six months 

Sundarvan has got very good 

vegetation cover that hide the 

most part of the boundary walls 

and nearby buildings. New trees 

are planted in the gaps. 

  2 (iii) 

Need tall plantation 

with creepers to hide 

wall and human 

habitation. 

Immediately 

About 4 feet height plants of 

tall growing Asopalav 

Polyalthia longifolia were 

planted in a row close to the 

boundary wall that separate the 

human habitation during the 

2015 rainy season. Apart from 

this, already many other 

flowering tree species have also 

been planted in this area three 

years back. Once they reach 

good height, they hide the view 

of the human habitation close to 

the zoo. 

3. Development and planning 



4   

The Zoo should 

prepare and give the 

master plan approved 

from the Central Zoo 

Authority 

immediately. 

Immediately 
Sundarvan has already prepared 

its Master Plan and the same 

was approved by the Central 

Zoo Authority in 2009.  

4. Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures 

5 4 (6) 

Many other enclosures 

like birds and snake 

need enrichment. 

Six months 

Logs, stones, water trough, 

perches are provided in the 

enclosures. Construction 

spacious and with modern 

amenities, snake enclosures 

have been started. As these 

enclosure are spacious, will 

have all necessary enrichments. 

6 4 (5) 

The zoo should 

provide appropriately 

designed and effective 

standoff barrier at 

every animal display 

enclosure to regulate 

the movement of 

visitors. 

Six months 

As there is no enough space to 

provide standoff barrier in the 

aquarium, we can’t do here. 

However, the new aquarium 

design will have this provision. 

Other enclosures have the 

suitable standoff barriers. 

Moreover, the new snake 

enclosure design has the 

provision of appropriately 

designed standoff barrier as per 

CZA guidelines. 

7 4 (5) 

Every enclosure 

should be provided 

with appropriate 

signages with relevant 

information on 

biology and behviour 

of animals. 

Six months 

The appropriate signages have 

been installed in all animal 

enclosures. 

8 4.1 

All animal enclosures 

should be nature 

immersing. 

One year 

The zoo has got very good 

vegetation cover and even some 

enclosures such as turtle 

tortoises, python has got 

vegetation inside them. The 

new snake enclosure also 

designed keeping this in mind. 

Necessary action will be taken 

to make all the enclosure nature 

immersing.  



9 4.2 

The design and 

dimensions of every 

enclosure in the zoo 

should as per the 

prescribed standards 

and norms of CZA 

and should meet the 

biological behaviour 

of the animals. Snake 

enclosures require to 

change. 

One year 

Construction of new snake 

enclosures is in progress. Other 

animal sections will also be 

improved phase wise.  

6. Veterinary and Infrastructure Facilities 

10 6 (1C) 

The zoo should 

provide a treatment 

room with basic 

facilities for treatment 

of animals. 

Within six 

months 

Since it is a Mini Zoo and most 

of the inhabitants are reptiles, 

we do not have much medical 

issues. However, we have 

veterinarian on call. His clinic 

is located within 500m from 

Sundarvan and its equipped 

withed all the modern medical 

amenities. Please find these 

details in the attached document 

in Annexure – I. However, ee 

will do needful to get this room 

done soon. 

 

Landscaping 

                     In March 2016                                                       In April 2017 

 

 

 

 



Sundarvan in Press 
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Annexure – I 

 


